y6	THE ASCENDANCY OF PARNELL
He felt, as he told Davitt, that he had himself been stabbed in the
back. With Dillon and Davitt he signed a condemnatory mani-
festo.
Both on his side and on Gladstone's a real attempt was made
to save the Kilmainham alliance. The premier sent as Caven-
dish's successor Trevelyan, an undoubted radical. But a new
and stiffer Crimes Bill was inevitable; and, as inevitably, the
Parnellites had to oppose it. An Arrears Act was passed, but in a
form not generous enough for most of the tenants to be able to
use. Moreover the Invincibles were still unknown, and ghastly
murders by their organization and others went on increasingly.
On 17 August occurred the most horrible, perhaps, of all Irish
agrarian crimes, the massacre at Maamtrasna; where an entire
household—father, mother, three sons, and a daughter—were
stabbed and battered as they slept and left for dead, only one
(a little boy) surviving his wounds.1 The year established a
record of 26 murders and 58 attempted murders; but just before *
it closed, a feature of the new Coercion Act—power to magis-
trates to hold secret inquiries and examine witnesses on oath,
before anybody was definitely charged—bore its fruit in the
arrest of the Invincibles. Two of them turned queen's evidence,
the most important, James Carey, being a councillor of the
Dublin Corporation; and in the following April they were
brought to trial. The story of Phoenix Park was completely
exposed; five of those concerned in it were hanged, and three
sent to penal servitude for life; while Carey, whom it was sought
to smuggle away to Natal, was shot dead by an avenger on ship-
board before arriving there. As 1883 went on, Irish affairs grew
quieter. Parnell was at the height of his influence, and in
December received a presentation of £38,000 collected for him
all over the world. But alike for personal and political reasons
he wanted a temporary appeasement; and, though his colleagues
chafed and murmured, the working of the 1881 Land Act helped
1 The ten men concerned in this butchery were seen by watchers, and all sub*
sequently arrested. Two turned queen's evidence, eight were sentenced to death,
but only the three who had entered the victims* cabin were actually hanged* Light
is thrown on the psychology of parties by the fact that not merely did the Parnel-
lites plead repeatedly for the prisoners, but in July 1885 Lord Randolph Churchill
and even Sir Michael Hicks Beach took sides with them as against Lord Spencer.
Lord Carnarvon, however, on going into the matter found it quite impossible to do
other than Lord Spencer had done. For the dreadful incident at the execution,
which so affected Irish feeling, sec the account by Mr. F* J. Higgmbottoni
Vivid Life (1934), pp. 40-3), one of the few eyewitnesses.

